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The Gorbals has historically made a name as "the most notorious single slum district in the British Isles, and among the most notorious in the world" (Watts, 1960). Studies in urban geography had focused on the subsequent urban renewal and slum clearance processes, but the myriad historical circumstances, particularly in planning, infrastructure, and governance, that led to the slump of Gorbals (many of which remain relevant today) have been relatively under studied in academic literature. 
While many would consider the Gorbals as a slum area in the City of Glasgow, it could be argued that historical development of the village of Gorbals and its unique relationship with the City, leading back to an Act of Parliament in 1661, could be considered as the beginnings of the difficult relationship of the Gorbals with the rest of the city. Together with the 1790 land sales, through feuing, of what would then become Tradeston, Laurieston and Hutchesontown, each having different duty and rights between the superiors and the feuers, the development of Gorbals started with a complex history, and differing planning and regulation rights. Feuing as a unique feature of land law under the Scots Law system has a definite impact on the subsequent development of the Gorbals. 
The subsequent C19th industrial expansion was accompanied by rapid population growth and resulted in many of the working class being crammed into overcrowded and insanitary conditions.  The City of Glasgow Improvement Trust, established under the 1866 Improvement Act, reshaped the slums of the old village of Gorbals. The economic downturn in the 1930s, succeeded by the very ambitious Comprehensive Development Area (CDA) plans in the post-war era all played important, and relatively under-studied, roles towards the rise and the persistence of the slum.
The 'twice-cleared slum' that is Gorbals captured the history of attempts and failures of multiple urban renewal projects, where their consequences had lasted up to the present. Understanding the causes of failure, as well as the historical development and the interaction of policy with history will shed light on how urban development and urban planning processes interact with social and economic histories and resolutions today.
This project will focus on the establishment of Comprehensive Development Areas (CDAs) as a post-war effort for regeneration, and will be the first in academic literature to look at Gorbals at the scale of a village (instead of within the City of Glasgow) and to be conducted using a true multi-disciplinary research into the historical development of the Gorbals through the lenses of historical legal geography, urban geography, planning and historical GIS spatial analysis. 
Objectives and methodologies
The story of the Gorbals deserves attention to the following research questions tackled with these proposed methodologies. 
1. The effect of the nature of the feu system under Scots Law in urban development
- The feu system imparts, sometimes arbitrary, rights to superiors and vassals and because of the divergent economic interest of the parties, both parties may either be reluctant or unable to cope with rapid social development especially in the early 19th century. This provided a prime case study on how land law effectuates planning and developmental constraints. 
- This will be explored using comparative historical study through archival research. A comparison of sasines created for Tradeston, Laurieston and Hutchesontown will show how different features in the feu system could control, and sometimes hinder, social development. Looking into the legal instruments that bound the old village of Gorbals to the City of Glasgow will help elucidate the problem of administration in urban encroachment. Chiu to supervise catalogue historical records with Clayton to provide supervision on historical analysis. 
2. The inflexibility of the physical and social infrastructure to social change 
- The ‘grid iron’ approach to new town development provided a street layout that persisted throughout history. Glasgow Corporation was of the opinion that “the area is one of bad layout and obsolete development”, which they used to justify defining the whole area into CDAs. Yet years of redevelopment changed little of the grid-iron layout that was initiated in the Georgian period.
- The persistence of infrastructure, as both a feature of slum development and an obstacle to urban renewal, challenges the notion of infrastructure and poses the question of how physical infrastructure drives and became driven by changes in social infrastructure. 
- The historical trajectory of these changes will be studied using archival research of historical maps and plans analysed using spatial data techniques. McVean to supervise research into historical maps and Chiu to supervise analysis on social development processes. 
3. The urban renewal process 
- The historical social and economic development dictated how urban renewal processes evolved from sanitation acts (1866) to developmental (CDAs in 1950s) to a community based participatory approach (1990s). How different stakeholders coalign with each other and facilitate urban renewal might provide lessons on participation and governance in urban renewal. 
- Following along the work of Robb (1981) traced social and community change using the town directory as a source. Chiu to supervise analysis in the trajectory of change in social infrastructure and urban governance throughout the three urban renewal episodes as a case study in comparative urban history.
